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An Oi*dinance to emnble tin* authority undertaking the public 
supply of water In Jerusalem fo unpiiie temporarily water 
available from the spring ill IVtas village for the 
purpose of relieving the water shortage of Jerusalem; 



it:1 1 (Commissioner for Hales- 


HE IT ENACTED by the 

lira* with llie advice of the Advisory (Council thereof> 


Short title. 


I. This Ordinance mav be cited 
Ordinance, IlfcT). 


as 



L’rtas Springs 


■ $ 


lliyli (Coiiimis- 
siner nlitv 
authorise the 

Ho;ml to take ;iml 
use tin* w:ilcr I'nmi 
♦lie spring of 
I'rfas 


The llo Til mav 
enter anil erect 
works upon land 
privately owned. 



The High (Commissioner may bv Order published in 
the Official (iazrlle authorise the Municipality of Jerusalem or 
suHi other authority as undertakes the supply. id ; water to 
Jerusalem I hereinafter called llie Hon'd) In lake Ibr a period 
not exceeding twelve* months from the dale of such Order the 
water arising from llie spring in llie village of: Erins dpd to 
ust* the water for augmenting llie supply contained in 1 the 
Heservoirs of the Hoard situated at Sdomon s Hoo|s.i H^nvideit 
that the Hoard shall ensure that there shall he* available* frean 
the said spring suflirirnl water for the* • daily needs of the 

s of the* village* of l’rlas and such oilie*r peahe ns as 
have habitually used llie waters of llie spring, f lbr drinking and 
oilier domestic purpose's and Ibr their animals, as.well as for 
Iht* irrigation of lands belonging lo such inhabitants which at 
llie dale of such Orde*r arc irrigated and planlcd willi trees or 
other jKTiiianenl 

3. (I) If an Order is made under llie* preceding CSfcclion, 

the* Hoard shall forthwith he e *i 1 1 i I led to etiler upon laud, in 
private ow nership for Iht* purpose* of creeling at or near the spring* 
m the village* ofUrlas a pumping engine and such other macliir 
iierv and lay such pipe-lines from the said, spring, to the 
Reservoirs at Solomons INiols and lo do such work either by 
repairing the* existing pool (larked) or otherwise* as may be 
ne*ce*ssary to give* ellect lo such Ord(*r: provided that I he.* Hoard 
shat I pay to llie* owner of such land compensation for any direct 
Ink's or damage suffered by him as a result of llie Hoard hav ing 
emtered lipejn his land for the* purpose ol erecting such works 
or laying such pipelines as aforesaid. 
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(2) In order to ensure the purity of the water to be 
taken from such spring the Hoard shall he entitled to prevent 
is by the public to the existing hirket, and for this purpose 
enclose the birket with a fence or take such other steps as 
may he necessary for such purpose; and any person who shall 
unlawfully enter such enclosure shall he guilty of the offence 

V * • 

prescribed by Article 258 of the Ottoman Penal Code. 


i. (1) If any inhabitant of the village of Urtas sutlers 
loss by reason of the destruction or damage to vegetables or 
other annual plants or crops owned by him which an* planted 

on land which at the date of anv Order made under Section 2 

#. 

is irrigated by water from the said spring, owing to the supply 
of water to such vegetables, plants or crops ceasing or being 
diminished as a result of the Hoard taking water in virtue of 


such Order, the Hoard shall pay to such inhabitant compensa¬ 
tion for the loss so suffered. 

(2) The Hoard shall also pay compensation to any 
inhabitant of the village of Urtas who sutlers loss by reason of 
his being prevented from planting vegetabls or other annual plants 
hr crops on land which at tla* date of any Order made under Sec¬ 
tion 2 is cultivated and irrigated by water from the said spring 
owing to the supply ol water to such land ceasing or being 


(’«oni|MMis;it.ioi! tor 
destruction of or 
damage to vege¬ 
tables or other 
annual crops. 


diminished to an extent sufficient to prevent the 
such vegetables, plants or other crops as a result 
faking water in virtue of such Order. 


cultivation of 
of the Hoard 


5. (I) If any dispute shall arise between the Hoard and 

any in ha hi hint of the village of Urtas regarding the amount of 
water made available for him for any of the purposes provided 
for in Section 2 or as to the amount of compensation payable 
to him under Section 3 or i, such dispute shall he referred to 
a single arbitrator appointed by the High Commissioner, and 
the award of such arbitrator shall he final. 


Determination of 
disputes. 


(2) In any dispute which may arise as to the amount 
of water made available hv the Hoard for any purposes speci¬ 
fied by the proviso to Section 2, the arbitrator shall not award 
compensation in the form of a mon^v payment but shall make 
an award determining the specific quantity of water which the 
Board is to make available for the use of the inhabitants. 


May 25th, 1925 


HERBERT SAMUEL 

High CommUnioner 
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